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IRFU CLUB / SCHOOL TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST
GUIDELINES OF ROLE AND RESPONSBILITIES
A physiotherapist or physical therapist providing support to an IRFU Club/School Team must be registered with their respective governing body. For example, physiotherapists must be a registered practitioner with Corú and should be registered with the Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists (ISCP) and/or the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP). Physical Therapists and Athletic Rehabilitation Therapists should be registered with the Irish Association of Physical Therapists (IAPT) or Athletic Rehabilitation Therapy Ireland (ARTI) respectively. 
Ideally the practitioner should have a valid in-date SAFE Rugby Level 2 certification. Click here to learn more about SAFE Rugby. 	Comment by Caithriona Yeomans: Link to SAFE Rugby section of website
The practitioner should have proficiency in the care of musculoskeletal injuries and conditions encountered in the sport of rugby. 
The responsibilities of a Team Physiotherapist / Physical Therapist in Rugby might include the following: 
· Support development of player long-term robustness	Comment by Caithriona Yeomans: Link to ENGAGE section of website
· Provision of physiotherapy treatment and rehabilitation of players, both in the acute match setting and/or at training
· Where appropriate, communicate information on player injuries to relevant individuals e.g. team doctor, player GP, parent, coach
· Documentation and confidentiality on player medical information 
· Knowledge and training in Emergency Care 
· Assist the club in the development and / or maintenance of a medical room and medical facilities 
· Assist the club in the development of medical policy, injury recording and documentation 
· Basic knowledge of the rules and regulations of Rugby Union and the common mechanisms of injury that may occur	Comment by Caithriona Yeomans: Link to IRIS section of website
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